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Topics Switching Your Foreign Driver’s 
License to a Japanese License 

In this issue, we will guide you through the process of converting a driver’s license 
obtained overseas to a Japanese driver’s license. Those living in Kochi Prefecture 
can convert their license at the Ino-cho Driver’s License Center. First, you must undergo a preliminary screening 
(document submission and an interview). Later, you will need to take and pass the aptitude test (vision test, etc.) 
and the written exam, and then you will take the practical exam*. Once you pass the practical exam, you can get 
your Japanese driver’s license. 

*Some countries are exempt from taking the written and practical exams (29 countries as of June 2023). Those holding licenses 
from the following countries may receive their Japanese license after passing the preliminary screening and the aptitude test : 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Hungary, Luxembourg, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, South 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, and the United States of America (states of Colorado, Hawaii, Maryland, Ohio, Oregon, 
Virginia, and Washington only). 

 

Call the Testing Manager at the License Center (088 

-893- 1244) and schedule an interview. Make sure to 

bring the required documents to the interview. Document 
processing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who pass the preliminary screening must schedule 

another appointment to take the aptitude test, written exam, 

and practical exam at the Driver’s License Center. 

Foreign license translation service: 

https://jaf.or.jp/common/contact/global-support 
Japan Automobile Federation (JAF) Kochi Branch: 

19-28 Kitakubo, Kochi City 

TEL : 088-882-0311 

１．Take the aptitude test and written exam 

Pass 

➡ 

2. Take the practical exam 

 
 

 

 

Q&A 
Q1 What is the written exam? 

It is a test consisting of 10 
questions about Japanese 
traffic laws, etc. 

Can I bring an interpreter 
with me? 

You may be accompanied 
by an interpreter during the 
interview and the aptitude 
test, but not during the 
written and practical exams. 

Can I take the written exam in a 
foreign language? 

In addition to Japanese (with 
furigana), the test is also available 
in English, Korean, Chinese, 
Spanish, Vietnamese, Portuguese, 
Farsi, Russian, Thai, Tagalog, and 
Indonesian. 

Kochi Prefectural Police Department Homepage  https://www.police.pref.kochi.lg.jp/menkyo/201610_gaikoku_mennkyo_kirikae.html
 

2. Aptitude Test, Written Exam, and Practical Exam 

 

What to bring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Preliminary Screening (document submission and interview) 

http://www.police.pref.kochi.lg.jp/menkyo/201610_gaikoku_mennkyo_kirikae.html
http://www.police.pref.kochi.lg.jp/menkyo/201610_gaikoku_mennkyo_kirikae.html



